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Your Excellency, Chief Executive of Macao SAR and Chancellor of the University, 
Mr. Ho Hau Wah,
Honorable Chairman of the University Council, Dr. Tse Chi Wai, 
Honorable Members of the Council and University Assembly,
Honorable Rector, Prof Iu Vai Pan,
Honorable Prof. Paul Ching-Wu Chu, Prof. João Ruiz de Almeida Garrett, Prof. 
José de Albuquerque Epifânio da Franca, Prof. Han Qide, Prof. Su-Seng Pang, 
Prof. Yum-Tong Siu,
Honorable Members of the Senate,
Dear Teachers and Students,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Mr. Chancellor, please allow me to introduce to you Professor Ching-Wu Chu, 
President of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST), 
a pioneer in the field of superconductivity, a distinguished scholar, and an 
educator.     

Born in Hunan, China in 1941, Professor Ching-Wu Chu received his Bachelor of 
Science degree from Cheng Kung University of Taiwan in 1962 and his Master of 
Science degree from Fordham University of New York in 1965.  After graduating 
from Fordham, Professor Chu completed his doctorate at the University of 
California (San Diego) in 1968.  

Professor Chu’s outstanding career started in the Bell Labs at Murray Hill before 
he moved to the Cleveland State University of Ohio where he was appointed 
Assistant Professor of Physics in 1970.   His prolific academic activities brought 
him to the position of Full Professor at Cleveland in less than a decade.   In 
1979, Professor Chu was appointed Full Professor of Physics at the University of 
Houston (Texas), an office he continues to hold today.   Professor Chu has also 
served as the T.L.L. Temple Chair of Science at Houston since 1987.  

In the same year, together with M. K. Wu, Professor Chu’s best known discovery 
of YBCO (Y1Ba2Cu3O7) in high temperature superconductor (HTS) research 
explained issues that had vexed scientists for years.  Professor Chu’s contributions 
to the discipline had a defining effect on the application of HTS materials in 
extensive areas.  This milestone in scientific research has  resulted in tremendous 
advances in HTS research in the past 19 years.   Professor Chu is currently the 
Executive Director of Texas Center for Superconductivity.  

As a respected scientist, Professor Chu has been engaged for professional 
consultation on many occasions and he has held positions of influence both in 
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scientific communities and administrative circles.  He has held positions such 
as the Director of Solid State Physics Program of National Science Foundation 
of USA, Director of Space Vacuum Epitaxy Center of NASA, and the principal 
investigator of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory since 1999 to present.  
Professor Chu has also held various positions in Academia Sinica, the S.S. Chern 
Foundation for Mathematical Research, Higher Education Co-ordinating Board 
of the State of Texas, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, etc.  

Professor Chu’s researches in the areas of superconductivity, magnetism and 
dielectrics have been published in more than 530 articles in refereed journals.  
He has edited 6 books and is a member of the editorial and advisory board for 
more than 10 international journals.   Professor Chu has also received honorary 
doctorates from a number of universities worldwide including the Northwestern 
University and the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

Professor Chu has a long track of service and contribution to the academic 
community.   The many awards he received from around the world such as 
the National Medal of Science, the International Prize for New Materials, the 
Comstock Award, the Texas Instruments’ Founders’ Prize, the John Fritz Medal, 
and the Freedoms Foundation National Award, stand testimony to his  widespread 
influence.  In 1990, he was named the Best Researcher in the US by the US News 
and World Report. 

As President of HKUST, Professor Chu encourages the integration of the university 
with the local community.   An example of this successful partnership between 
UST, the government and industry is the establishment of the Research and 
Development Center for Nanotechnology and Advanced Materials, a HK$ 400 
million initiative at HKUST.  Professor Chu has nurtured UST into a shining 
example of science and technology development that it has become a source of 
inspiration for Asia as well as other regions. 

Professor Chu has not only spearheaded research for nearly two decades, but also 
maintained a strong commitment to bridging the gap between academic circles 
and the society at large.  He has worked tirelessly to forge significant relationships 
between HKUST and institutions all over Asia and the world.  The agreement 
signed in research collaboration between the University of Macau and HKUST 
has brought valuable opportunities and expertise to our University that will help 
us in  developing research programmes.  Professor Chu has indeed provided us 
with the know-how to gain a foothold in the realm of scientific research.    



We at University of Macau are extremely grateful for the network with HKUST 
and the key role Professor Chu has played through his involvement with us.  

Mr. Chancellor, may we now request you to confer upon Professor Ching-Wu Chu 
the Degree Doctor of Science, honoris causa. 

Thank you. 
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